Supervisor’s Newsletter

FALL 2024

Over the past three years, the DeKalb Township
Supervisor's office has placed a strong emphasis on
fostering community engagement. By creating new
programs, enhancing public services, and encouraging
resident participation, we have worked together to build a
more efficient and responsive local government.

This newsletter provides an overview of how our township
has grown through the power of collaberation and civic
involvement. As we reflect on these accomplishments, we
remain dedicated to building upon them in the years
ahead. Our focus will continue to be on enhancing
community engagement, supporting residents in need,
and ensuring that every member of our township feels the
benefits of living in our vibrant community.

| welcome you to reach out to me or to any of our
Township Trustees with your ideas for additional
services or events that would benefit township
residents. The progress we've made togetheris a
testament to the power of collaboration, and we look
forward to many more years of success.

Thank you for your engoing support in making DeKalb
Township a better place to live, work, and grow.

Sincerely,

teoa

DeHalb Township Supervisor

DATES TO REMEMBER

9.11.24 Renter’s Rights &
Responsibilities

9.12.12 I-PASS Transponder
Return & Swap

9.28.24 Shred Day
10.14.24 Office Closed
11.11.24 Office Closed

11.20.24 Emergency Medical
Preparedness

11.28.& 11.29 24 Office Closed

12.12.24 Emergency Medical
Preparedness

12.25.24 Office Closed

BOARD MEETINGS
Held the 2nd Wednesday
of the month at 6 pm
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OUR TOWNSHIP HAS DILIGENTLY WORKED TO ENHANCE COMMUNITY SERVICES AND
DEEPEN ENGAGEMENT. A RANGE OF VALUABLE SERVICES AND EVENTS ARE NOW
AVAILABLE TO RESIDENTS YEAR-ROUND

Recycling Initiatives: We offer safe, responsible
recycling options with our annual electronics
collection, bi-annual shred events, and 24-hour
eyeglass and hearing aid collection box at the
township building.

Special Service Events: Our diverse community is
reflected in our ever-expanding event calendar.
Starting with the Vaccination Clinic in 2021, we've
hosted the Mobile Secretary of State DMV in 2022,
2023, and 2024. More recently, our |-Pass
Transponder Exchange events have provided
residents with convenient access to important
services.

Community Engagement: Whether through in-
person interaction at events, social media
outreach, or this newsletter, we're committed to
growing residents' familiarity and engagement
with township services. Our traveling information
table regularly appears at the farmers' market,
local resource fairs, and other community events.
We've also expanded our online presence-find us
not only on Facebook but now on LinkedIn and
NextDoor, where you can follow us for updates on
township happenings.

offices.

Supporting Young Artists
ELLWOOD HOUSE FRAME OF MIND EXHIBIT
We are a proud participant of this program that supports

young artists by displaying their art in local places. Check out
these amazing pieces next time you're visiting the Township



HERE TO HELP...
Township General
and Emergency

Assistance Programs

Our state-mandated financial
assistance programs have been
updated to offer a more
straightforward application
process, enhanced case
management services, and
additional safeguards to protect

taxpayer dollars.

We believe in giving residents a
hand up on their journey to self-
sufficiency. If you know
someone in need, encourage
them to reach out to our General
Assistance Department-Casey

and Erika will provide the

support they need.

Responding to
Community Needs

By engaging with the public and
participating in various community
initiatives, we stay informed about the
needs of our residents. In response to
those needs, we created a Senior Utility
Assistance program to help seniors
maintain electricity, gas, or water
services during tough financial times.
We also responded swiftly to assist
residents after an apartment fire,
offering support for immediate needs
and housing relocation costs.

Pim,

%-.Resou rces™

® v

ACCESS OUR COMMUNITY
RESOURCE GUIDE 24/7/365
AT DEKALBTOWNSHIP.ORG

OUR EASY TO NAVIGATE RESOURCE
GUIDE CAN HELP YOU FIGURE OUT
WHICH LOCAL AGENCY TO REACH
OUT TO DURING TIMES OF NEED.




Cemetery
Restoration and
Preservation Work:
Honoring Our History

The maintenance and preservation of Oakwood and Evergreen
cemeteries is crucial-not only for honoring the memeories of those
who came before us but also for safeguarding the historical
significance of our community. Over the past few years, we have
made great strides in ensuring these cemeteries remain dignified,
well-maintained spaces for reflection and remembrance.

Key Restoration and Maintenance Efforts

Grounds Maintenance and Upkeep: Regular maintenance of the
cemetery grounds has been a top priority. We are fortunate to
have the DeKalb Township Road District, led by Highway
Commissioner Craig Smith, handling the upkeep of both
cemeteries. The Road District provides exceptional year-round
care, ensuring the cemeteries remain clean, serene, and well-
kept.

Cemetery Restoration and Accessibility Improvements:
Accessibility has been a central focus in our preservation efforts.
We've upgraded the roadway at Oakwood to make it easier to
navigate, especially for seniors and those with mobility
challenges. In response to the deteriorating road surface at
Oakwood Cemetery, the Township Board of Trustees approved a
capital improvement project in 2022. The project involved
excavating and resurfacing the roads, which was completed this
summer. Thanks to these upgrades, we can now keep the
cemetery roads open year-round.

Monument Restoration: Each year, we invest in the restoration of
aging and damaged monuments. This ongoing effort preserves
the historical significance of the cemeteries and ensures that
the monuments, which represent the rich history of our
community, are maintained with care and respect.

Community Involvement in Clean-Up Efforts: Our restoration
work is enhanced by the involvement of local volunteers. We've
organized periodic cemetery clean-up days, bringing together
residents who are passionate about preserving these important
spaces. For the third year in a row, NIU students, participating in
NIU Cares Day, have assisted with the spring clean-up at
Oakwood Cemetery—a tremendous help in preparing the grounds
after the fall and winter seasons,

Resident Engagement: A small group of residents regularly meets
with Supervisor Hess to contribute to various cemetery projects.
Their efforts have included designing an entrance sign, updating
cemetery rules, and preserving natural areas within the
cemeteries.

Digital Preservation of Cemetery Records: In our ongoing
commitment to preserving the cemeteries’ historical
significance, we are in the process of digitally archiving
cemetery records. This will ensure that important documentation
remains protected for future generations.



PUBLIC SAFETY We believe that ensuring resident safety is a shared responsibility.
The township supports Crime Stoppers by funding anonymous tip programs that
aid in criminal arrests. We also assist the DeKalb Police and Fire Departments by
providing resources, such as funding for a gun-sniffing K9, equipment for their bike
patrol, and home Knox Boxes for elderly or disabled residents to help emergency
responders access homes during a crisis. We also organized a Senior Car Safety
Inspection event and distribute life-saving child safety kits and "File of Life" medical
record books to the public.

LIBRARY SERVICES:
TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS
LIVING OUTSIDE DEKALB
CITY LIMITS NO LONGER

NEED TO PAY OUT OF
POCKET FOR A LIBRARY

CARD. THROUGH AN
INTERGOVERNMENTAL

AGREEMENT Above: Lieutenant Tom Conley of the DeKalb Fire
U e, ‘ } Department alongside Supervisor Hess & the
ESTABLISHED IN 2021, Township Trustees, Nancy Bradlo, Chad McNett,
ALL DEKALB TGWNSH’P . Lisa Hing & Dale Thurman.

HOUSEHOLDS NOW
QUALIFY FOR A FREE
LIBRARY CARD. INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

The DeKalb Township COMMITTEE
ON YOUTH has recently revealed
updates to its grant application
process, along with a new maximum
funding limit. You can find the

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

In partnership with Passion
Pursuit Inc., we provide
residents with professional
career coaching, resume

revised, fully fillable COY Grant
Application and the newly

development, interview skill- introduced Request for Proposals on
building, and business the DeKalb Township website. The
development support. Passion cap for the current grant amount
Pursuit also shares a weekly per project is established at $5,000.
"Who’s Hiring" list, which is Be sure to submit your applications
available on our Facebook page by December 1st for the next round.

every Wednesday.



SEPT. 14 SEPT. 20 SEPT. 28 SEPT. 28

Aerosol Products, Latex

Household Hazardous TRIAD Senior Safety & Free Electronics Paint & Single-Use
Waste Drive Prevention Fair Collection Propane Tank
' Collection
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SEPT. 28 OCT. 26 SEPT. 17 NOV. 20 &
DEC. 12
Free Clothing & Prescription Drug National Voter Medical Emergency
Household Textile Take Back Registration Day Event Preparedness
Collection Taking Control of Your

Healthcare Decision-Making

. 815-758-82828

815-748-2408
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DEKALB TOWNSHIP ELECTED OFFICIALS DeKalb
TOWNSHIP

Se habla
espanol

Like us & Follow us on

social media to stay up to

date on community events.
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