






























































































































































DEKALB TOWNSHIP BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-003

A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO HOUSE BILL 3581,
SENATE BILL 2217, AND SENATE BILL 2504

WHEREAS, DeKalb Township, DeKalb County, Illinois (the “Township™), is a unit of
local government, organized pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and the passage
of this Resolution constitutes an exercise of the Township’s functions as granted in the
Constitution of the State of Illinois, as well as state statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Township form of local government provides integral services to the
residents they serve, including provision of food, shelter, medical assistance, and transportation,
to residents, as well as numerous, unique undertakings which no other unit of government
provides, such as oversight of hospitals, libraries, parks, senior housing, and cemeteries, and Road
Districts provide essential oversight, provision, and maintenance of public highways and other
public areas; and

WHEREAS, in 2025, the Illinois General Assembly introduced House Bill 3581, which
provides for the automatic dissolution of certain Road Districts and for the dissolution of
Townships based upon a successful referendum following a petition of a nominal amount of 5%
of voters in the prior election; and

WHEREAS, in 2025, the Illinois General Assembly introduced Senate Bill 2217 and
Senate Bill 2504, which provides for the automatic dissolution of any Township with a population
under 5,000; and

WHEREAS, in 2025, the Illinois General Assembly introduced Senate Bill 2504, which
provides for the automatic dissolution of certain Road Districts and for the dissolution of
Townships based upon a petition of a nominal amount of 5% of voters in the prior election; and

WHEREAS, throughout the State of Illinois, there is no organization staffed, equipped,
and experienced to take on the duties and responsibilities of Townships and Road Districts, without
severe interruption or cessation of integral services to the residents they serve; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 3581, Senate Bill 2217, and Senate Bill 2504 represent a myopic
reaction of the legislature to consolidation of government without understanding that the Township
form of government provides a varied but essential public safety net, for which there is no available
replacement for the provision of certain health, safety, welfare, and transportation (and other)
needs of the public; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 3581, Senate Bill 2217, and Senate Bill 2504 are further myopic
in assuming that the identified assignees of the dissolved services have staffing, resources, or
experience to fulfill the various public functions performed by Townships and Road Districts,
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which will result in more costly and ineffective provision of services to the public, and that further
members of the public will be physically and functionally distanced from seeking and receiving
those services; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Supervisor and Board of Trustees of
DeKalb Township, DeKalb County, Illinois, that the Township opposes House Bill 3581, Senate
Bill 2217, and Senate Bill 2504, as ill-reasoned measures that will prevent citizens of the State of
Illinois from receiving essential government services and create existential problems to essential
infrastructure and facilities, for which there is no actual replacement; and further

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township encourages the House and Senate to reject House
Bill 3581, Senate Bill 2217, and Senate Bill 2504, at all stages of consideration, and the Township
encourages the Governor of this State to veto said measure; and further

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Clerk shall be and hereby is directed to transmit a
copy of this Resolution forthwith to all members of the Illinois General Assembly whose districts
encompass any portion of the Township; and further

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Clerk shall be and hereby is directed to
immediately transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Governor forthwith upon notice of the
passage of any legislation consistent with the aims of this Resolution by the General Assembly.

This Resolution will be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval as
provided by law.

Motion made by Trustee , seconded by Trustee , that
the Resolution be adopted.

[ADOPTION AND SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS]
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ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES of DeKalb Township, DeKalb County,
Illinois at a regular meeting thereof held on the day of March, 2025, pursuant to a roll call
vote as follows:

Ayes Nays Absent Abstain
Trustee Lisa King
Trustee Chad McNett
Trustee Nancy Bradlo
Trustee Dale Thurman
Supervisor Mary Hess

By: Attest:

Mary Hess, Supervisor Andrew Tillotson, Clerk

(SEAL)
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DEKALB TOWNSHIP ROAD DISTRICT RESOLUTION NO. 2024-05 (R)
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING ROAD DISTRICT CAPITAL FUND

WHEREAS, the DeKalb Township Road District, DeKalb County, Illinois (the “Road District™), is a unit
of local government duly organized under the laws of the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, the Road District Highway Commissioner, related to his obligations under Illinois law to
handle the financial affairs of the Road District, has determined a new DeKalb Township Road District
Capital Fund (“Capital Fund”) is required as the Highway Commissioner has determined specific capital
projects which require an accumulation of a significant amount of funds over a period of time; and

WHEREAS, the actions contemplated by this Resolution are consistent with those discussed and approved
at a prior Annual Town Meeting of the Electors of DeKalb Township; and

WHEREAS, the Road District Highway Commissioner has determined that it is necessary and in the best
interests of the Road District and its constituents for the creation of the Capital Fund as it will also be an
organized and transparent accumulation of tax dollars for the below specific, capital projects contained
herein as well as any other capital project listed in a Road District Budget and Appropriation Ordinance,
also allowing the Road District’s other funds to reflect the more general operations of Road District
business.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Highway Commissioner of the DeKalb Township
Road District, DeKalb County, Illinois, as follows:

Section One: The above WHEREAS clauses are hereby incorporated into this Resolution and considered
part thereof.

Section Two: The Road District Highway Commissioner hereby authorizes the creation of the Capital
Fund for the purpose of accumulating funds for capital projects, including the purchase, designing,
engineering, construction, legal, auditing, and other costs associated with the projects and expenditures set
forth in Section Three of this Resolution or any other capital project noted in a Road District Budget and
Appropriation Ordinance.

Section Three: The Road District Highway Commissioner hereby establishes the following specific, long-
term projects and/or expenditures for the Capital Fund:

a) New Building and Site Work.
b) Major Road Improvements.
¢) Major Equipment Replacements and Purchases.

Section Four: Any transfer of funds from any unrestricted Road District levied fund into the Capital Fund
shall require the levied fund at issue to maintain a positive balance and shall not be interpreted as an action
to abolish said fund.

Section Five: The Road District Highway Commissioner hereby authorizes himself, the Road District
Treasurer, and the Road District Clerk to execute any necessary documents for the creation of the Capital
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Fund and to coordinate with the Road District’s auditors to make all necessary entries on the Road District’s
records evidencing the creation of the Capital Fund.

Section Six: The Road District Highway Commissioner shall authorize the expenditure of funds from the
Capital Fund by appropriations made in the same manner as other funds which receive tax monies upon

making a unilateral finding that the proposed use of the funds is consistent with the intent of the Capital
Fund.

Section Seven: The Road District Highway Commissioner specifically reserves the right to make any and
all transfers out of the Capital Fund for not only the reasons specified in Sections Two and Three of this
Resolution, but for any unanticipated emergencies or major expenditures for the Road District related to its
obligations under the law and to its people.

Section Eight: In the event the Capital Fund is ever abolished by the Road District Highway Commissioner
or as otherwise required by law, any monies in the Capital Fund are to be transferred to the Road District
Road and Bridge Fund.

Section Nine: This Resolution shall supersede any resolutions, resolutions, motions, or parts of resolutions,
resolutions or motions, in conflict with any part herein, and any such resolutions, resolutions or motions,
or parts thereof, are hereby repealed.

Section Ten: Ifany section, paragraph or provision of this Resolution shall be held invalid or unenforceable
for any reason, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of this

Resolution.

Section Eleven: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption as provided by
law.

ADOPTED this 18th day of March, 2025.

Road District Highway Commissioner

ATTEST:

Road District Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. 2024-06 (R)
DEKALB TOWNSHIP ROAD DISTRICT RESOLUTION
ADOPTING CAPITAL FUND POLICY

WHEREAS, the DeKalb Township Road District (“Road District”) is a unit of local government with full
authority to exercise express powers granted by, or those necessarily implied from, Illinois law, including,
inter alia, the Township Code (60 ILCS 1/ ef seq.) and the Highway Code (605 ILCS 5/ ef seq.);

WHEREAS, these powers include the right to purchase and expend funds in an effort to fulfill the Road
District’s obligations to its citizens, including through the use of funds which are dedicated for longer term
capital purposes;

WHEREAS, the Road District Highway Commissioner did prepare and discuss the Fiscal Year 2025-26
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance with the Township Board of Trustees, which adopted said Ordinance
that includes line items to fund capital projects related to various Road District projects such as a new
facility, with said projects intended to create a longer-term reserve which can be enhanced year-to-year, as
appropriate, to provide sufficient funding to initiate and complete the capital projects;

WHEREAS, the Road District has opened and funded separate, dedicated, interest-bearing accounts to
segregate and maintain appropriated and budgeted funds for these capital projects; and

WHEREAS, the Road District Highway Commissioner now wishes to establish a formal policy governing
the use of funds for capital purposes, to ensure that capital funds are utilized as a priority over general funds,
and that such funds are fiscally maintained in the best interest of its residents and in a transparent fashion.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the DeKalb Township Road District Highway
Commissioner, the following:

Section 1. Recitals. The preamble clauses stated above are hereby adopted by reference and incorporated
into this Resolution, as if fully restated herein.

Section 2. Capital Fund Policy.

a) Any funds appropriated and budgeted for capital projects (“Capital Project Funds™),
defined to mean “where the funding and completion of such project is not reasonably
capable of being completed within a single fiscal year,” shall be placed in a depository
account in a financial institution which is insured through the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, the National Credit Union Administration, or a private insurance company
which provides no less than the minimum amount of depository insurance offered by the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, as may change from time to time.

b) If practicable, any depository account for Capital Project Funds shall be interest-bearing.

c) Any Capital Project Funds shall be deposited into an appropriate depository account within
the fiscal year in which the capital funds were appropriated and budgeted.
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d) Where an expenditure is incurred related to the subject matter of a capital project for which
there are Capital Project Funds, the Township shall pay such expenditure from the Capital
Project Funds, prior to the use of any other Township funds. Nothing herein is intended to,
nor shall it, preclude the receipt or use of funds from other sources, including, without
limitation, private or public donations, grants, or other third-party funding.

e) In the event that either: (1) a capital project is completed which does not completely deplete
the Capital Project Funds; or (2) the Road District Highway Commissioner makes a
determination that a capital project will not be pursued or completed; the Road District
shall, consistent will Illinois law, transfer all remaining Capital Project Funds back into the
General Road and Bridge Fund or another account which shall be reflected in the relevant
fiscal year budget.

Section 3. Severance. If any section, subsection, or any other portion of this Resolution is for any reason
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a
separate, distinct, and independent provision, but such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions hereof,

Section 4. Effective Date. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon its passage and approval
by the Road District Highway Commissioner.

Section 5. Addendum to Existing Policy. This Resolution shall superseded and repeal any prior policies
or actions which are inconsistent with it.

ADOPTED at DeKalb, Illinois, this 18th day of March, 2025.

DeKalb Township Road District
Highway Commissioner

ATTEST:

DeKalb Township Road District Clerk
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II.

I11.

Iv.

VL

VIL.

VIIL.

IX.

April 8, 2025 @ 7:00 PM
Annual Meeting of the Township of DeKalb
2323 S. Fourth Street
DeKalb, Illinois 60115

AGENDA
Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Welcome and introduction of elected officials
Election and Oath for Moderator
Approval: Annual Town Meeting Agenda
Public Comment
Acceptance of Minutes of the 2024 Annual Town Meeting
Acceptance of Supervisor’s Annual Financial Statements
Town Fund
Cemetery Fund
General Assistance Fund
Road and Bridge Fund
Permanent Road Fund

Building and Equipment Fund
Special Bridge Fund

mnmoawk

Action Items
A. Motion to Set the Time of Any Special Town Meetings at 7:00 PM
B. Motion to Set the Time of Next Annual Town Meeting for 7:00 PM on April 14,
2026
C. Motion to Adopt a Resolution to Oppose Township Consolidation into County
Government
D. Motion to set the pay of the Moderator

Adjournment
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MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD
DEKALB, ILLINOIS
February 18, 2025

Call To Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Approval of Agenda:

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Hess at 6:01pm in the DeKalb Township
Board Roll call was taken by Clerk Tillotson: Supervisor Hess: Present; Trustee King:
Present: Trustee Bradlo: Present; Trustee McNett: Absent; and Trustee Thurman: Present.

Also present was Commissioner Smith and Assessor Dyer.
Commissioner Smith led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion to approved the agenda was made Trustee Thurman and seconded by
Trustee King. The agenda, with this amendment, was confirmed by unanimous consent.

A motion to open the Hearing Regarding Amendment to the DeKalb Township Road District
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 2024-001(R) was made by Trustee Bradlo and seconded
by Trustee Thurman. Commissioner Smith presented the amendments and a discussion
ensued. A motion to close the hearing was made by Trustee Thurman then seconded by
Trustee Bradlo. The hearing then closed by unanimous consent.

Presentations: None.
Town Hall (Public Comments): None.

Reports:
Supervisor Hess Supervisor Hess discussed two TIF district funding requests for
downtown businesses made to the Joint Review Board.

She discussed giving a presentation to the warming centers at the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of DeKalb.

She mentioned that she and Director of General Assistance Cassandra Bachochin
attended a tour of Schaumburg's Township food pantry on February 11"

She discussed the fact that DeKalb Township is happy to provide undocumented
people with whatever resources they can, but unfortunately cannot provide general or
emergency assistance to them.

Supervisor Hess attended Kishwaukee United Way annual meeting.

Supervisor Hess met with Danita Sims to coordinate a focus group to help job-
seekers. A discussion ensued.

Supervisor Hess announced a job posting for a receptionist at DeKalb Township.
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Clerk Tillotson: Clerk Tillotson discussed volunteering at the warming center. He
mentioned that all proposed items for the Annual April Meeting must be emailed to
him by March 1,

Highway Commissioner Smith: No report.
Assessor Dyer: No report.

Trustee Thurman: No report.

Trustee McNett: Not present.

Trustee King: Trustee King wished everyone a happy new year and mentioned that NIU
students are back. She urged everyone to take care of themselves and stay healthy.

Trustee Bradlo: No report.

Bill Paying: A motion to approve the January audit report in the amount of $162,912.29 and
February bills to pay in the amount of $120,353.95 was made by Trustee Thurman and
seconded by Trustee Bradlo. Supervisor Hess mentioned that the clerk will correct the
minutes to reflect the date of the current meeting on the documents. The board asked
questions and a discussion ensued. Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote: Supervisor Hess:
aye; Trustee McNett: absent; Trustee Thurman: aye; Trustee King: aye; Trustee Bradlo: aye.
Ayes: 4, Nays: 0. The motion passed.

A motion to receive, file, and approve the Treasurer’'s January budget report was made by
Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee Bradlo. Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote:
Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee McNett: absent; Trustee Thurman: aye; Trustee King: aye;
Trustee Bradlo: absent. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion passed.

Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:

A. A motion for the Approval of Amending Ordinance 2024-004(R) DeKalb Township Road
District Budget and Appropriation Ordinance for the Fiscal Year Beginning April 1, 2024
and Ending March 31, 2025 was made by Supervisor Hess and seconded by Trustee
Bradlo. Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote: Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee McNett:
absent; Trustee Thurman: aye; Trustee King: aye, Trustee Bradlo: aye. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0.
The motion passed.

A discussion of the Electrical Aggregation Program took place.

A motion for the Approval of COY Grant Award for the Kishwaukee Family YMCA in the
amount of $5000 was made by Trustee Bradlo and seconded by Trustee King. Clerk
Tillotson took a roll call vote: Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee McNett: absent; Trustee
Thurman: aye; Trustee King: aye; Trustee Bradlo: absent. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion
passed.
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D. Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting of January 21, 2024
was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee King. Supervisor Hess
proposed an amendment, and with this amendment, it was passed by unanimous
consent.

Old Business: None.
Executive Session: None.

Other Business: The next Committee on Youth meeting will be meeting on March 11, 2025 at
5:00pm at the DeKalb Township building.

The next Regular Board of Trustees Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 18, 2025 at 6:00p.m. at
the DeKalb Township building.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee
Bradlo. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote and the meeting ended at 6:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew “Ondrew” Tillotson, Township Clerk Mary Hess, Township Supervisor
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MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD
DEKALB, ILLINOIS
March 1, 2025
Special Meeting

Call To Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Approval of Agenda: The meeting was called to order
by Supervisor Hess at 9:00am in the DeKalb Township Board Room. Roll call was taken by
Clerk Tillotson: Supervisor Hess: Present; Trustee King: Present; Trustee Bradlo: Absent;
Trustee McNett: Present; and Trustee Thurman: Present.

Also present was Commissioner Smith, Assessor Dyer, and numerous members of the
public and public officials from the area.

Supervisor Hess led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda was made Trustee Thurman and
seconded by Trustee McNett. It passed by a unanimous voice vote.

A Motion for Discussion of the Governor's FY26 Budget and State of the State Address was
made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee King. Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote:
Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee King: aye; Trustee Bradlo: absent; Trustee McNett: aye; and
Trustee Thurman: aye. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion passed.

Presentations: Township Officials of Illinois Executive Director Jerry Crabtree gave a
presentation on the Governor's FY26 Budget and State of the State Address and pending
Illinois state Government legislation SB2504, SB2217, and HB 2515's potential effects on
removing Township Governments throughout the state.

During the presentation, Executive Director Crabtree emphasized that if a great majority of
ILlinois Township Governments were removed, as pending legislation and the Governor's
address would imply, then
1. Tens of thousands of miles of roads and thousands of bridges would be unmaintained.
2. Research indicates that the overall cost for local government would increase.
3. The state would be remaoving the government body with the lowest debt and expense
per capital in local government and taxpayers.

Executive Director Crabtree brought up that past attempts like those provided for in this
legislation have failed in Illinois, but urged those present to call their local representatives to
stop the potential removal of Township Governments regardless. He stated that he is not
inherently against the consolidation of Township government, if it makes fiscal sense and
there is a clear plan to do so. He mentioned that there is no clear plan for this proposed
currently.

Public Comment: Some items of discussion among those present were
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1. The ramifications of Township Government removal on not only the roads, but other
Township and Road District services, General and Emergency Assistance, and the
upkeep of facilities under Township care, including cemeteries and libraries.

2. Clarifying which Townships would be removed according to the way the different
pieces of legislation are written.

3. The feasibility of legislation passing that would remove Township Governments.

4. The steps that would have to occur for legislation removing Township Governments to
pass.

5. How those present can contact their local representatives to advocate for legislation
removing Township Governments to not pass.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee
McNett. The meeting was adjourned at 10:04am.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew “Ondrew” Tillotson, Township Clerk Mary Hess, Township Supervisor
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