T DeKalb

MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD
DEKALB, ILLINOIS
March 18, 2025

Call To Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Approval of Agenda:

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Hess at 6:03pm in the DeKalb
Township Road District Garage. Roll call was taken by Clerk Tillotson: Supervisor Hess:
Present; Trustee King: arrived at 6:22pm,; Trustee Bradlo: Present; Trustee McNett: Present;
and Trustee Thurman: Present.

Also present was Commissioner Smith and Assessor Dyer.
Supervisor Hess led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by
Trustee Bradlo. The agenda was confirmed by unanimous consent.

Presentations: None.

Town Hall (Public Comments): Attorney Craig Randle introduced himself to the board and
brought up that he was present on behalf of Township Attorney Brad Stewart. He alluded to
his part in the Adoption of the Escrow Agreement for Oakwood Park to be discussed later in
the meeting. He asked questions about the price of some of the equipment in the DeKalb
Township garage, which Commissioner Smith answered.

Reports: /
Supervisor Hess: Supervisor Hess mentioned that reservations for the AARP Smart
Driving courses are filling up quickly.

She referenced distributing fliers with the details of various Townships events
throughout the community to increase the Township’s outreach.

She discussed an Employer Forum that she held with Township Job Coach Danita
Sims with various community stakeholders, including Northern Illinois University,
government entities, and employers in the area. The discussion was about the
struggles of hiring. She brought up ways the Township can help others seek
employment.

She discussed giving presentations on Township services with Commissioner Smith
to the Sycamore Kiwanis club and a presentation to DeKalb County senior service
providers.

She gave an update on the hiring process for the open position at DeKalb Township,
indicating that individuals had been selected to move to the first round of interviews.
She brought up how many applicants there were for the position and the competitive
state of the job market currently.



She mentioned that the Tax Accumulation lawsuit filed against the Township has been
dismissed.

Clerk Tillotson: Clerk Tillotson discussed his work in running the upcoming Annual
Township meeting on April 8™, including posting public notices and posting a notice in
the paper. He reminded Township officials to turn in their economic statements of
interest by May 1=,

Highway Commissioner Smith: Commissioner Smith discussed that the Road District
will have a bid opening in mid-late April.

He mentioned that Malta will potentially be purchasing DeKalb Township's backhoe.

He brought up that weight limits are being set low for vehicles due to the freeze and
thaw on the roads.

He discussed the Road District’s work with utility companies to provide residents the
best services possible.

Assessor Dyer: Assessor Dyer discussed receiving Assessor’s county from the

workbook on March 13" and will have to return them with changes to DeKalb County

by June 15,

Trustee Thurman: No report.

Trustee McNett: No report.

Trustee King: Not present.

Trustee Bradlo: No report.
Bill Paying: A motion to approve the February audit report in the amount of $187,063.67 and
March bills to pay in the amount of $64,446.15 was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded
by Trustee McNett. Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote: Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee McNett:
aye; Trustee Thurman: aye; Trustee King: absent; Trustee Bradlo: aye. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The
motion passed.
A motion to receive, file, and approve the Treasurer’s February budget report was made by
Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee Bradlo. Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote:
Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee McNett: aye; Trustee Thurman: aye; Trustee King: absent;
Trustee Bradlo: aye. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion passed.

Unfinished Business: None.

New Business:
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A motion for the Approval of Resolution 2025-002(T), Authorizing Adoption of Escrow
Agreement with Trust of Gretchen Lelia Moore, Trust #101 (for Peace Park) was made
by Trustee Bradlo and seconded by Trustee Thurman.

0D
Township Resident Gretchen Moore discussed her donation to £emexsate=ard expand
Oakwood Cemetery. She talked about her late husband, Dr. Charles Moore, who
served in the US Army and worked as a professor at Northern Illinois University for
50 years. His hobbies included sports, duck hunting, decoy collecting and painting,
and antiques. His grave now resides at Oakwood cemetery. Mrs. Moore made it clear
that the gift to Oakwood cemetery is on her and her late husband's behalf, as Dr.
Moore cared deeply about the community. The Township officials thanked Mrs. Moore
for her donation and community vision.

Supervisor Hess then discussed the first phase renovation plans for Oakwood

Cemetery using the funds donated by Mrs. Moore, which includes columbariums, or
places to store ashes of the deceased above ground, memorial trees, and an area to

be called Peace Park. She discussed the plans for the second phase of rerewaaers to
Oakwood Cemetery, as well, which will include a scattering garden. E&fonsion (O

Attorney Craig Randle discussed the legal logistics of making Oakwood Cemetery
‘semmweons.occur, including surveying and purchasing. He discussed part of the land
being a flood plane and its possible implications on renovations.

Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote: Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee McNett: aye; Trustee

Thurman: aye; Trustee King: aye; Trustee Bradlo: aye. Ayes: 5; Nays: 0. The motion
passed.

A motion for the Approval of Resolution 2025-003(T), Opposing House Bill 3581,
Senate Bill 2217, and Senate Bill 2504 was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by
Trustee King. A discussion ensued. Commissioner Smith brought up that these bills,
which would consolidate Township Government into County Government, are unlikely
to pass given people across Illinois contacting their representative to oppose it and a

study outlining negative consequences of these bills passing. A unanimous voice vote
passed the resolution.

Commissioner Smith discussed Resolution 2024-05(R) DeKalb Township Road District
Resolution Establishing Road District Capital Fund. He mentioned that he has the
authority to pass this resolution without board approval but wanted to inform the
board. He discussed his reasoning behind his decision to establish a Road District
Capital Fund, which is to deal with rising costs.

Commissioner Smith discussed Resolution 2024-06(R) DeKalb Township Road District
Resolution Adopting Capital Fund Policy. He mentioned that he again has the authority
to pass this resolution without board approval but wanted to inform the board.



E. A motion for the Approval of Annual Town Meeting Agenda for April 8, 2025 was made
by Trustee McNett and seconded by Trustee Thurman. A unanimous voice vote
approved the agenda.

F. A motion for the Approval of Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting of
February 18, 2025 was made by Supervisor Hess and seconded by Trustee Thurman. A
unanimous voice vote approved the agenda.

G. A motion for the Approval of Minutes of the Special Town Meeting of March 1, 2025
was made by Supervisor Hess and seconded by Trustee Thurman. A unanimous voice
vote approved the minutes.

Old Business: None.

Executive Session: None.

The next Regular Board of Trustees Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 8, 2025 at 6:00p.m. at
the DeKalb Township building and the Annual Township meeting will be at 7:00pm on
Tuesday, April 8, 2025.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee
Bradlo. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote and the meeting ended at 6:59 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

—Dolle— %/U/LM?&%/

Andrew “Ondrew” Tillotson, Township Clerk Mary Hess, Township Supervisor
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