MINUTES TOWNSHIP BOARD
DEKALB, ILLINOIS
March 1, 2025
Special Meeting

Call To Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Approval of Agenda: The meeting was called to order
by Supervisor Hess at 9:00am in the DeKalb Township Board Room. Roll call was taken by
Clerk Tillotson: Supervisor Hess: Present; Trustee King: Present; Trustee Bradlo: Absent;
Trustee McNett: Present; and Trustee Thurman: Present.

Also present was Commissioner Smith, Assessor Dyer, and numerous members of the
public and public officials from the area.

Supervisor Hess led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda was made Trustee Thurman and
seconded by Trustee McNett. It passed by a unanimous voice vote.

A Motion for Discussion of the Governor's FY26 Budget and State of the State Address was
made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee King. Clerk Tillotson took a roll call vote:
Supervisor Hess: aye; Trustee King: aye; Trustee Bradlo: absent; Trustee McNett: aye; and
Trustee Thurman: aye. Ayes: 4; Nays: 0. The motion passed.

Presentations: Township Officials of Illinois Executive Director Jerry Crabtree gave a
presentation on the Governor's FY26 Budget and State of the State Address and pending
Illinois state Government legislation SB2504, SB2217, and HB 2515's potential effects on
removing Township Governments throughout the state.

During the presentation, Executive Director Crabtree emphasized that if a great majority of
Illinois Township Governments were removed, as pending legislation and the Governor's
address would imply, then
1. Tens of thousands of miles of roads and thousands of bridges would be unmaintained.
2. Research indicates that the overall cost for local government would increase.
3. The state would be removing the government body with the lowest debt and expense
per capital in local government and taxpayers.

Executive Director Crabtree brought up that past attempts like those provided for in this
legislation have failed in Illinois, but urged those present to call their local representatives to
stop the potential removal of Township Governments regardless. He stated that he is not
inherently against the consolidation of Township government, if it makes fiscal sense and
there is a clear plan to do so. He mentioned that there is no clear plan for this proposed
currently.

Public Comment: Some items of discussion among those present were



1. The ramifications of Township Government removal on not only the roads, but other
Township and Road District services, General and Emergency Assistance, and the
upkeep of facilities under Township care, including cemeteries and libraries.

2. Clarifying which Townships would be removed according to the way the different
pieces of legislation are written.

3. The feasibility of legislation passing that would remove Township Governments.

4. The steps that would have to occur for legislation removing Township Governments to
pass.

5. How those present can contact their local representatives to advocate for legislation
removing Township Governments to not pass.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee
McNett. The meeting was adjourned at 10:04am.

Respectfully submitted,
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