T Dekalb

MINUTES
DEKALB TOWNSHIP BOARD
Regular Board Meeting
2323 SOUTH FOURTH STREET - DEKALB, IL 60115
MAY 20, 2025

The DeKalb Township of DeKalb, Illinois convened for a regular meeting on May 20, 2025 at the township
building in the conference room.

A. CALLTO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Supervisor Hess called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Clerk Joan Watson-Protano called the roll, and the following members of the Board of Trustees were
present: Supervisor Mary Hess: Trustee Katherine McLaughlin; Trustee Nancy Bradlo; Trustee Greg
Akers; and Trustee Dale Thurman.

Others in attendance included Road Commissioner Craig Smith, Assessor Rich Dyer, and one township
resident.

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Supervisor Hess led the Pledge of Allegiance.

C. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
MOTION: Trustee Thurman moved to approve the agenda; seconded by Trustee Bradlo
VOTE: The agenda was approved by unanimous voice vote.

D. PRESENTATIONS
There were none.

E. PUBLIC COMMENT:
Sid Kincaid spoke affirmatively regarding the assistance he was provided by Danita Sims of Passion
Pursuit and encouraged the board to approve the contract coming up for renewal.

F. HEARING REGARDING THE DEKALB TOWNSHIP AND DEKALB TOWNSHIP ROAD DISTRICT BUDGET
AND APPROPRIATION ORDINANCES.

Motion to Open Hearing: Trustee Bradlo made a motion to open the hearing; seconded by Trustee
Thurman.

VOTE: Motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess; McLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and
Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the motion passed at 6:07 p.m. and the hearing commenced.



a. Presentation of Township Budget and Appropriation Ordinance: Supervisor Hess reviewed the
budget and appropriation ordinance, which was sent to trustees in advance to review. The
township fiscal year started April 1st, and under township law the board can pass the budget and
appropriation ordinance in the 1st quarter of the new fiscal year. Supervisor Hess reviewed the 5
different funds under the Township side, their use and purpose. The 5 funds are Administration,
General Town Fund, Cemetery Capital Fund, Building Capital Fund, Peace Park Restricted Fund and
General Assistance Fund. Supervisor Hess sought input from Assessor Dyer who shared that this
year budget includes line itemization of specific items related to his department, which were
previously lumped into the General Town Fund, this allows for a more accurate picture of the
budget.

COMMENTS/BOARD: Trustee Akers requested clarification on an increase in the Cemetery Budget.

Supervisor Hess explained the increase in expenses for the Cemetery will allow for expansion and
includes budgeting for Ground Penetration Radar services at Oakwood that will clarify the
availability of cemetery plots for sale, and the proposed installation of a Columbarium at the Peace
Park addition.

COMMENTS/PUBLIC:
There were none.

b. Presentation of Road District Budget and Appropriation Ordinances: Highway Commissioner
Smith explained the 5 different funds which make up the budget. The 5 funds are: General Road Fund,
Permanent Road Fund, Building & Equipment Fund, Special Bridge Fund, and Road District Capital
Fund. He reviewed the limitations of each funds, including the 2 restricted funds. He also shared the
proposed plan for the construction of a new building to house road equipment.

COMMENTS/BOARD: Trustee Akers and Thurman asked for clarification on the new building which
Highway Commissioner Smith addressed.

COMMENTS/PUBLIC:

There were none

MOTION: Motion to Approve Ordinance 2025-001(T) DeKalb Township Budget and Appropriation
Ordinance for the Fiscal Year Beginning April 1, 2025 and ending March 31, 2026 was made by Trustee
Akers and seconded by Trustee Thurman.

VOTE: A vote on Ordinance 2025-001(T) DeKalb Township Budget and Appropriation carried by a
5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess; MclLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess
declared the motion passed.



b. MOTION: Motion to Approve Ordinance 2025-002(R) DeKalb Township Road District Budget and
Appropriation Ordinance for the Fiscal Year Beginning April 1, 2025 and ending March 31, 2026 was
made by Trustee Bradlo and seconded by Trustee McKaughlin.

DISCUSSION — a review and discussion took place.

VOTE: A vote on Ordinance 2025-002(R) DeKalb Township Road District Budget and Appropriation was
carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess; McLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman.
Supervisor Hess declared the motion passed.

c. MOTION to Close Hearing and Adjourn to Regular Board Meeting was made by Trustee Thurman
and seconded by Trustee McLaughlin.
VOTE: A vote to close the hearing was carried by a voice vote of a majority. Supervisor Hess closed
the hearing at 6:33 pm.

G. REPORTS:
a. Supervisors Report: Township Attorney, Brad Stewart is leaving the firm and recommended
attorney, Matt Walters, within his firm, Zukowski, Rogers, Flood, and McArdle to represent us.
Supervisor Hess, Clerk Protano, and Trustee McLaughlin have met Attorney Walters. Additional training

opportunities were shared that the board could take. A recap of the activities for the month was
shared.

b. Clerk’s Report - NONE

¢. Highway Commissioner’s Report: A recap of the site plan, engineers and architect estimate for
the new building was shared. An update on upcoming road projects, new hires and mowing was
shared. Forthcoming there will be a minimal charge for permits for the installation of utilities such
as fiber optics. A review of staff, the scope of the department and roads maintained was provided.

d. Assessor’s Report: The office is working on updating workbooks that are due June 15th by State
statute, there was a delay in receiving the workbooks from the county. A review of the office staff
and duties was presented.

e. Trustees Reports:
Akers — NONE
Thurman - NONE

Bradlo — reported on the recent COY meeting, with a vote for grant funds included on the
Agenda for tonight’s meeting.

Mclaughlin — NONE



H. Bill Paying

J.

a. Approval of April Audit Reports and May Bills to Pay

MOTION: A motion to approve the April audit report in the amount of $144,628.53, and the May
bills to be paid in the amount of $141,633.82 was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by
Trustee Akers.

DISCUSSION: A brief discussion, explanation and recap took place.

VOTE: The motion was approved by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess; McLaughlin; Bradlo;
Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the expenditures authorized.

b. Treasurer’s April’s Budget Reports

MOTION: A motion to receive, file and approve the Treasurer’s April’s Budget Reports was made
by Trustee Bradlo and seconded by Trustee Thurman.

DISCUSSION: A brief discussion ensued.

VOTE: A vote on the motion was carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess; McLaughlin;
Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the expenditures authorized.

Unfinished Business - NONE

New Business

a. Discussion and Authorization to Approve Contract Renewal with Passion Pursuit Inc. for
Continued Employment Services

MOTION: Trustee Bradlo moved to approve the agenda item; seconded by Trustee Thurman.

DISCUSSION: Supervisor Hess provided some historical information regarding the relationship
with Danita Sims of Passion Pursuit who was also present to provide information as to her role
as a job coach. Sims explained that she assists those seeking employment with and by writing a
cover letter, and resume, as well as encouragement. In the last year services have been
provided to 68 clients with 11% self reporting that employment was obtained. Passion Pursuit
also provides a weekly listing of employment opportunities which is posted weekly on our social
media page. She provides information, tips, and pointers to job seekers as the need arises.
During the public comments period of this meeting, Sid Kincaid provided a testimonial in
support this partnership.

VOTE: A vote to approve the contract was carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess;
McLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the motion passed.



b. Approval of Resolution 2025-004(T) Authorizing Use of Donated Funds for the Purchase and
Development of Property for Oakwood Cemetery Expansion

MOTION: Trustee Akers moved to approve the agenda item; seconded by Trustee Thurman.

DISCUSSION: Supervisor clarified the location of the parcel of land which is adjacent to
Oakwood Cemetery that's being sold to the Township by 1st Congregational Church. The funds
for the closing in the amount of $13,097.00 will be withdrawn from Peace Park Restricted
Funds. A landscape architect from Fehr Graham, has completed rendering of a potential design
with construction and installation of a columbarium taking place in 2 phases. After acquisition
the parcel will need some clean up which the highway departments will provide.

VOTE: A vote to approve the Resolution 2025-004 (T) was carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all
AYES by: Hess; McLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the motion
passed.

c. Approval of Ordinance 2025-002(T) to Approve Aggregation Program for a 36-month Contract

MOTION to approve the agenda item was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee
McLaughlin.

DISCUSSION: Mike Mudge of Rock River Energy Services was present to provide information about
current energy costs, increases and benefits of the contract to township residents.

VOTE: A vote to approve Ordinance 2025-002(T) was carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES
by: Hess; MclLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the motion
passed.

d. Discussion and Approval of Resolution 2025-005(T) Authorizing the Purchase of a 2025 Ford
Escape from Currie Motors, thru the State of lllinois Suburban Purchasing Cooperative in an
Amount Not to Exceed $35,000

MOTION to approve Resolution 2025-005(T) was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by
Trustee Akers.

DISCUSSION: Supervisor Hess shared the need and the benefits for a second vehicle. The current
vehicle is being used by both the Township and Assessors office daily with both offices requesting

the use simultaneously. The vehicle also reduces liability, overall costs and provides a branded and
official look.

VOTE: A vote on the resolution was carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess;
McLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the motion passed.



e. Approval of COY Funding Award to Neighbors’ House NFP in the Amount of $1,960.00

MOTION to approve the agenda item was made by Trustee McLaughlin and seconded by Trustee
Akers.

DISCUSSION: Supervisor Hess provided information on the goal of the Committee on Youth, (COY).
The focus is to support organizations that build skills and assets aimed at preventing the
development of risky behaviors while also supporting and fostering positive behaviors. There are 5
community members who sit on this committee and they meet monthly. The committee reviews
the grant applications and makes a recommendation to the board for approval. The
recommendation to fund Neighbor’s House is for their summer reading program. This is a free
program, with five different sites, of which three are in Dekalb. The program attempts to keep
youth reading over the summer months. The request is for books, decorations, and props. Trustee
Nancy Bradlo is the board liaison.

VOTE: A vote on the Funding Award was carried by a 5-0 roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess;
McLaughlin; Bradlo; Akers; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the motion passed.

e. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting of April 8, 2025
MOTION to approve the agenda item was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee Akers.
DISCUSSION: Discussion ensued regarding the vote of new trustees.

VOTE: A vote to approve the minutes was carried by a 3-0 voice call vote with AYES by: Hess; Bradlo;
and Thurman. Trustees Akers and McLaughlin abstained. Supervisor Hess declared the motion
passed.

K. Old Business - NONE

L. Executive Session - NONE

M. Other Business
a. Next Regular Board of Trustees Meeting is June 17, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

N. Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee McLaughlin. An affirmative
voice vote ended the meeting at 7:48 p.m.




Respectfully submitted,
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