'r 'DeKalb

MINUTES
DEKALB TOWNSHIP BOARD
Regular Board Meeting
2323 SOUTH FOURTH STREET - DEKALB, IL 60115
July 15, 2025

The DeKalb Township of DeKalb, lllinois convened for a regular meeting on July 15, 2025 at the township
building in the conference room.

A. CALLTO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Supervisor Hess called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Clerk Joan Watson-Protano called the roll, and the following members of the Board of Trustees were
present: Supervisor Mary Hess: Trustee Katherine McLaughlin; Trustee Dale Thurman, Trustee Nancy
Bradlo; Trustee Greg Akers.

Others in attendance included Highway Commissioner Craig Smith
Absent was Assessor Dyer.

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

C. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
MOTION: Trustee Thurman moved to approve the agenda; seconded by Trustee Bradlo
VOTE: The agenda was approved by unanimous voice vote.

D. PRESENTATIONS
Jacob Cook, a representative for the non-profit, DeKalb County Crimestoppers, was present.
Supervisor Hess, shared some historical perspectives on the Township support to the organization.
The board feels it is a way to serve the general public with a focus on public safety. Literature and
signs regarding the organization are on display in the lobby of the Township building. Mr. Cook shared
their appreciation for our funding and support as well as how the program works, including family
reward funds for information on a crime. He stressed the confidentially of tipsters. Our monies are
used for tips involving crimes and arrests committed within the Township jurisdiction and the police
department is heavily involved. There were questions and discussion regarding marketing and
promotion to the community.

E. PUBLIC COMMENT:
There was none.



F. REPORTS:
Supervisors Report: Supervisor Hess reported on the activities since the last board meeting. a)
Casey Bachochin, the Director of General Assistance, represented us at the DeKalb Pride event. b)
Supervisor Hess and Director Bachochin distributed information at the monthly Club 55 Food
Pantry event, which is well utilized by the public. ¢) the Township had a booth at one of the
downtown DeKalb Farmers Markets. d) the director of the McHenry Township complimented the
office on the General Assistance (GA) page of our website and requested a meeting with Director
Bachochin and Supervisor Hess to review and learn more about the GA program. e) We
distributed information about our services at the monthly distribution of essential paper goods at
an event held at St Mary’s by St. Vincent d’Paul. f) Committee on Youth participated in Fun Jam in
the Park g) The AARP Safe Driving course had 7 participant. h) the office was present at the Senior
Fair hosted by state representative. i) Director Bachochin represented us at a Salvation Arny’s Food
Pantry distribution site. j) the newsletter was shared with future newsletter coming out 2 times a
year and representing all the activities of all offices of the township. k) The office is coordinating a
major Senior Summit in August at Faranda’s with over 80 presentations. Board participation is
encouraged and is appreciated. I) The office received a FOIA request from NBC News on July 1 and
was able to respond very quickly with their request. m) New signage has been installed at both
cemeteries after a year long process.

b. Clerk’s Report — The clerk reported on her attendance at a training in June with about 40 other
new clerks. She reminded the newly elected officials that OMA and FOIA training needs to be
completed by August 17 and shared the dates for the November TOI Conference in Springfield.

c. Highway Commissioner’s Report: a) A recap of the new building progress was reported on.
Excavation had not started, the building has been awarded, ordered and will be here in September.
A bank loan from Resource Bank has been applied for and approved. Financing options were
reviewed with the board. Resource Bank has a stipulation that in house funds will be used first and
acknowledges that the board understands Highway Commissioner Smith will be making the
decision regarding financing options. Options were discussed with a final decision forthcoming. b)
Nelson Road repaving has begun, which includes a widening of the road and paving of the
shoulders. This work allows for easier maintenance and enhances traffic safety. After completion,
ditch work and gravel fill will be started. c) Gurler Road project will start end of July or early
August. d) Driveway culvert installations, ditch, and cemetery mowing are in progress. e) The
Coltonville Road bridge has had asphalt settlement that will be addressed as the existing bump to
the approaches is dangerous. f) The department will have a few pieces of equipment on display at
the Back to School Bash at Founders in August.

Highway Commissioner Smith is the current president of the Illinois Highway Commissioner’s
Association and is responsible for a Summer seminar series that starts the first week of August.

d. Assessor’s Report: No report this month.




e. Trustees Reports:
There were no reports this month
G. Bill Paying

a. Approval of June Audit Reports and July Bills to Pay

MOTION: A motion to approve the June audit report in the amount of $412,835.87, and the July

bills to be paid in the amount of $88,381.12 was made by Trustee Thurman and seconded by
Trustee MclLaughlin.

DISCUSSION: Trustee McLaughlin inquired how the credit card points were utilized. Supervisor
Hess acknowledged that when enough points are accumulated it goes toward the balance.

VOTE: The motion was approved by a unanimous roli call vote with all AYES by: Hess; Bradlo;
McLaughlin; Akers; and Thurman. Clerk Protano declared the expenditures authorized.

b. Receive, File and Approve Treasurer’s June Budget Reports

MOTION: A motion to Receive, File and Approve the Treasurer’s June Budget Reports was made by
Trustee Thurman and seconded by Trustee Akers.

DISCUSSION: Trustee Akers requested clarification on how to read the profit and loss report as
well as what happens if a line item exceeds it funding. Both Supervisor Hess and Road
Commissioner Smith explained and clarified the budgets. Budgets are monitored closely and if a
line item is close to exceeding it’s allocation, there may be a request to amend the budget, which
happens at a board meeting.

VOTE: The motion was approved by unanimous roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess; Bradlo;
McLaughlin; Akers; and Thurman. Clerk Protano declared the expenditures authorized.

H. Unfinished Business - NONE
. New Business

a. Approval of Resolution 2025-007(T) Authorizing $4000 Expenditure to DeKalb County
Crimestoppers

MOTION: Trustee Akers moved to approve the agenda item; seconded by Trustee Bradlo.

DISCUSSION: It was suggested that a portion of the funds donated be earmarked for
advertising or for the placement of signs in vulnerable areas or at bus stops.

Supervisor Hess, made a motion that the resolution be amended, to add a stipulation that a
minimum of 10% of the funds be directed to community awareness through signage and or
advertising within DeKalb Township.



J.

The motion to amend was seconded by Trustee Bradlo and a roll call vote was taken with all

Ayes by: Akers; Thurman; Hess; McLaughlin; and Bradlo. Clerk Protano declared the motion
passed.

MOTION: Trustee Thurman made a motion to approve the amended resolution which was seconded
by Trustee Bradlo.

DISCUSSION: None

VOTE: The amended motion was approved by a unanimous roll call vote with all AYES by: Hess;
Bradlo; McLaughlin; Akers; and Thurman. Clerk Protano declared the motion passed.

b. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting of July 17, 2025

MOTION to approve the agenda item was made by Trustee MclLaughlin and seconded by Trustee
Bradlo.

DISCUSSION: Trustee Bradlo ask that the minutes be corrected to reflect that she was NOT in
attendance at COY, Fun Jam in the Park and complimented Clerk Protano on the clarity of the minutes.

VOTE: A vote to approve the minutes was carried by a 5-0 voice call vote with AYES by all present:
Akers; Hess; Bradlo; McLaughlin; and Thurman. Supervisor Hess declared the motion passed.

Old Business - NONE

K. Executive Session - NONE

L. Other Business

a. The next Committee on Youth meeting is August 12th, 2025.
b. Next regular board of trustees meeting is August 19th, 2025 at 6:00 PM.

M. Adjournment:

A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Bradlo and seconded by Trustee Akers. An affirmative voice vote
ended the meeting at 7:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

I\/Ia;'y Hess, Toﬁwship Supervisor
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